CONFEDERATION > members@cbeii.org
OF BIOMASS ENERGY
_ INDUSTRY OF INDIA @ www.chellorg

Q +917777032567

Ref: CBEII/2021/LTR/009 Date: 24" December 2021

Shri Astik Kumar Pandey

The Commissioner

Aurangabad Municipal Corporation

Aurangabad Mahanagarpalika,

Main Building, Town Hall,

Near Post Office, Aurangabad,

Maharashtra 431001.

Email id: contact@aurangabadmahapalika.org;
commisioner@aurangabadmahapalika.org

Phone : 02402333536

Subject: Aurangabad City initiatives and contributions towards climate change challenge

Dear Sir,
CBEIl

1. The Confederation of Biomass Energy Industry of India (CBEll) is the leading industry body that
addresses the requirements of this new but fast-growing industry. Biomass is a very flexible yet
carbon neutral fuel which has the potential to replace fossil fuels like Coal, Diesel-Petrol, Natural
gas, etc. Several industry leaders and sector specialists are part of the Governing Council of CBEIl
and they provide us the guidance to work towards creating positive impact across sectors affecting
our environment and health of residents in cities and communities.

Aurangabad City

2. We are aware of the various initiatives being undertaken by Aurangabad Municipal Corporation
under your leadership including forming a Climate Action Plan for the city, changing wood-based
cremations to biomass briquettes for sustainable & green cremation, etc.

3. We would like to congratulate you for the vision and leadership in these challenging times even
with constrained resources. The impact of green sustainable actions like making cremations green
by utilising biomass briquettes not only increases rural income but also translates into saving
national assets worth INR.1300 crores (attached is supreme court judgement on economic value
of trees).
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4. This impact to save National Assets worth {NR 1300 crores is highly commendable & this is
amongst the first in India for a city to go through with the replacement of wood for Hindu
cremations & the steps taken in this regard must get national recognition.
On behalf of the CBEIl fraternity, industry captains & farmers- a big applause to Aurangabad
Municipal Corporation for this forward-looking step with a far reaching positive impact.

5. The biomass industry can further assist your vision to create impact on the environment and
health of your residents by several application industries that could significantly reduce the
dependence on fossil fuels which release several GHG like SOX, NOX, etc. Aurangabad being a
large industrial town with rapid development of new industrial zones needs to continue to
demonstrate its leadership in carbon neutral energy & clean climate change challenge initiatives.

Our request

6. We would be happy to join any ongoing study that is being conducted by your good office on the
aspects of sustainable practice and policy. We consider that the biomass industry can significantly
contribute towards

a. Replacing the fossil fuels like coal, furnace oil, diesel, LDO, PET coke, etc being used by
industries in and around Aurangabad to biomass briquettes '

b. Attract investors to set up briquettes & pellet manufacturing plants in the rural areas of
Aurangabad with a direct linkage to the industrial clusters for use of such densified
biomass

c. Attract investors to set up compressed biogas plants around the city to make sustainable
natural gas available to residents and this can be used via the city gas distribution network

d. Change the coal used by restaurants to biomass briquettes / pellets. Currently each
restaurant or dhaba consumes approx. 40KG of coal per day without any filters for clean
environment concerns & this is detrimental to the public health.

e. Study to further identify any other fuel to be replaced by biomass-based fuels

7. All biomass-based fuels also help in reducing the energy cost bills for your residents and industry
partners thereby positively impacting their operations. 60% of the cost of the energy goes back to
the rural economy and positively impacts the lives of farmers by increasing their income.
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8. We are confident that as a representative of the Biomass energy industry in India, we will be able
to present to your good office various aspects which will be beneficial to the resident and investors
in Aurangabad and make contributions to the Maharashtra / India / Global targets on GHG
emissions and put Aurangabad on the path of being a leader in Maharashtra for clean-green
energy usage across various projects & creating a model to be replicated across Maharashtra and
pan India.

We look forward to your positive response providing us an opportunity to serve this historical yet
Sforward looking city
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Copy to:

1. Shri Uddhav Thackeray
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra
Chief Minister’s Office,
Government of Maharashtra
6th Floor, Mantralaya, Mumbai 400032,
Tel: +91 22 22025222 / +91 22 22025151/ +91 22 22029214
Email ID: cm@maharashtra.gov.in

2. Dr. Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad
MOS (Finance)
Department of Financial Services
Ministry of Finance
3rd Floor, Jeevan Deep Building
Sansad Marg
New Delhi-110001
Tel: 23095765, Tel- 23093783, 23092377
Email ID: mosfinance@nic.in ; bhagwat.karad@sansad.nic.in ; mosfinance.bk@gov.in
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3. Shri Aaditya Thackeray
Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Government of Maharashtra
Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032
Tel: 022-22025200 / 22024987
Email ID: aaditya.thackeray@gov.in

4. Shri Dadaji Dagdu Bhuse
Hon'ble Agriculture Minister of Maharashtra
Government of Maharashtra,
Room 407 Main, 4th floor,
Mantralaya, Mumbai 400032
Tel: +91 22 22843246 / +91 22 22843264
Email Id: ministerkrushi@gmail.com

5. Shri Subhash Rajaram Desai
Hon’ble Industry Minister of Maharashtra & Guardian Minister, Aurangabad
Room 502, Main, 5th floor,
Mantralaya, Mumbai 400032
Tel: +91 22 22025250 +91 22 22025362
Email: min.industry@ maharashtra.gov.in

6. Shri. Chandrashekhar K Bawankule
Hon’ble Energy, New and Renewable Energy, State Excise
Office Address: 2nd Floor, Main Building
Mantralaya, Mumbai — 400032
Tel: 022-22024592, 22025308

Email: min.energy@maharashtra.gov.in

7. Shri Debashish Chakrabarty
Hon’ble Chief Secretary Maharashtra
Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road,
Hutatma Rajguru Square,
Nariman Point, Mumbai - 400032
Tel: 22025042/8762
Email ID- chiefsecretarv@maharashtra.gov.in
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8. Mrs Manisha Mahaiskar Patankar,
Principal Secretary,
Environment Dept.
Government of Maharashtra,
Mumbai 400 032.
Tel: 022 22873845/ 22825973

Email ID: psec.env@maharashtra.gov.in

9. Dr. P. Anbalagan, IAS
Chief Executive Officer, MIDC
"Udyog Sarathi”,Marol Indl. Area,
Mahakali Caves Road,Andheri (East),
Mumbai — 400 093.
Tel: 26870800 (Andheri)
Tel: 22151451, 22151452 (WTC)
Email: ceo@midcindia.org

10. Mr. Ranjeet Kakkad
President
Aurangabad First
4th Floor, Shreehari,
Plot No. 36, Gut No. 41,
Golwadi T Point, Paithan Road,
Aurangabad- 431005
Tel:+91 98904 50783

Email Id: info@aurangabadfirst.org ; hemant.landge@mecc.net.in; hemantlandge 18 @gmail.c om
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Appendix |

1. Supreme Court SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 25047 OF 2018, order dated 25 March 2021
order link - 20587 2020 31 13 27208 Judgement_ 25-Mar-2021.pdf (sci.gov.in)

2. All leading news paper articles for value of life of trees based on Supreme Court above order
a. Money Control.com - Listen to Supreme Court comments on economic value of trees

Dated 07 Dec 2020
Listen To Supreme Court Comments On Economic Value Of Trees (moneycontrol.com)

b. Hindustan Times — What's the value of a tree? Age multiplied by X74.5k: SC panel,
Dated 04th Feb 2021
What’s the value of a tree? Age multiplied by X74.5k: SC panel | Latest News India -
Hindustan Times

c. DNA India - Age multiplied by Rs 74,500 is the cost of a tree in India: SC panel, Dated 04th

Feb 2021
Age multiplied by Rs 74,500 is the cost of a tree in India: SC panel (dnaindia.com)

d. The logical Indian -"True Value Of Tree With 100 Yrs Of Life Left Is Rs 72 Lakh":
Committee To Supreme Court. Dated 04th Feb 2021
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/true-value-of-tree-with-100-yrs-of-life-left-is-
72l-committee-to-supreme-court-26647What’s the value of a tree? Age multiplied by
X74.5k: SC panel | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

e. Financial Express- Valuing trees — Valuing environmental wealth, Dated 06th Feb 2021
Valuing trees — Valuing environmental wealth - The Financial Express

f. Economic time - “Rationalised” tree value must be included in all project costs to deter

tree cutting, says CJI, Dated 08" Feb 2021
“Rationalised” tree value must be included in all project costs to deter tree cutting, savs

CJI - The Economic Times (indiatimes.com)

g. Livelaw.in- "Cause Is More important Than A Particular Bench": Supreme Court To Form
Committee For Economic Valuation Of Heritage Trees, Dated 18" March 2021
'Cause Is More Important Than A Particular Bench': Supreme Court To Form Committee
For Economic Valuation Of Heritage Trees {livelaw.in)

h. Livelaw.in - Supreme Court Mulls Formation Of Committee For Economic Valuation Of
Trees Felled For Projects, Dated 18™ March 2021
Supreme Court Mulls Formation Of Committee For Econamic Valuation Of Trees Felled

For Projects (livelaw.in)
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